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OKkinawans unite to resist suppression of human rights

ince the end of the war, Okinawans have risen up in dissent time and time again, gathering to hold

large-scale rallies to protest various forms of oppression including land seizures, crimes, and
accidents caused by the U.S. military. In recent years, Okinawans have also united to act in fierce
resistance against government policies that are unacceptable from the perspective of Okinawan society,
such as historical revisionism and the deployment of the MV-22 Osprey aircraft.
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Okinawans expressing themselves through action
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Rally protesting the Japanese government’ s celebration of
Restoration of Sovereignty Day, known in Okinawa as the “day
of disgrace” on which they were traded to the U.S. in
exchange for the freedom of the rest of Japan. April 28, 2013,
Ginowan Seaside Park outdoor theater.
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Prefectural people’ s rally at which Okinawans came together across party lines to demand
the prompt closure of U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma and its relocation outside of
Okinawa. April 25, 2010, Yomitan Village Athletic Plaza.

Okinawans rally against Japanese government’s

April 2013 P Treaty celebrati
Rally against Futenma relocation within Okinawa on April 25, 2010 pri cace 1realy celebration

On April 25, 2010, a rally took place in
Yomitan to seek Futenma Air Station’ s
closure, return, and protest relocation
within Okinawa, and demand relocation
outside of Japan or at least Okinawa.

This was the first non-partisan rally
relating to Futenma Air Station issues.
Organizers announced that 90,000 people
had attended, and the rally held historic

significance. Former governor of Okinawa
Hirokazu Nakaima gave a speech, calling
to get rid of the danger surrounding
Futenma.

In 2009 the Democratic Party came to
power with then Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama. He stated that it was terrible
but Futenma should be relocated outside
Okinawa, and prefectural public opinion
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crossed party lines.

The rally helped swell public opinion,
as former Governor Nakaima in his
second term raised the issue of relocating
Futenma outside the prefecture. It also
had an impact the movement against
Osprey deployment in Okinawa.

Over 10,000 people gathered at Ginowan
Seaside Park on April 28, 2013 to protest
the Japanese government’ s celebration
of the San Francisco Peace Treaty coming
into effect back in 1952. Okinawans often
see it as a “day of disgrace.”

Japan recovered its sovereignty and
made a comeback into international
society, but on the other hand Okinawa
was separated from it and put under U.S.

rule. The day is a memory that at the
same time that Japan got renewed
independence Okinawa was discarded.
The celebration sparked strong opposition.

Despite this the government still
celebrated on April 28, 2013. At the exact
same time as the celebration was being
held in Tokyo, Okinawans gathered and
raised their voices in protest.

F T 1 DERNEERERIEZ SR X o [EfRC =3t
IBDREKRE]=201249 A O H. HEEFEBIEAE
Prefectural people’ s rally opposing the deployment of
the V-22 Osprey aircraft to Okinawa. September 9,
2012, Ginowan Seaside Park.

2012 Osprey deployment motivated petition against Futenma relocation within Okinawa

When it was declared that U.S. Marine Corps’
vertical takeoff and landing MV-22 Osprey would be
deployed to Futenma Air Station in October 2012, a
citizens’ rally was held on September 9 at Ginowan

Osprey deployment.

Seaside Park to oppose the deployment. According to
organizers of the non-partisan rally, 101,000 people
attended, showing the strength of popular will against

Even after the rally citizens continued to make
efforts opposing Osprey deployment. In January 2013,
leaders and representatives from throughout Okinawa

traveled to Tokyo and submitted a petition to Prime

Minister Shinzo Abe. The petition asked for retraction
of Osprey deployment and abandonment of the plan to
relocate Futenma Air Station within Okinawa.



