(10) 201 6%Fcem284 6 A19H ET ER ES

TEICRLTCEER

H i H

58 3TEEEIEEA]

MMERMMA—IFILLEXT] ZEZBIF CHfESNIC
MMURAIBRIRRARS] =19565 7 H28H. IBEES

Okinawans call for the realization of four principles regarding land expropriation at a rally opposing
the lump-sum purchase of Okinawan land by the U.S. military. July 28, 1956, Naha City.
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Rally on July 28, 1956 to protect Okinawan land
and obstruct US procurement of land

The U.S. military began confiscating Oki-
nawan land in 1953 for its own use, and the
U.S. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu
Islands set a plan for rental of the land by
lump-sum payment to landowners. Resi-
dents of Okinawa who had purchased and
owned substantial plots of land resisted. In
response to demands from Chief Executive
of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands
Shuhei Higa and other officials made in
1956, U.S. House of Representatives
member Melvin Price chaired a subcommit-
tee to investigate U.S. military installations
in Okinawa. This subcommittee also recom-
mended the lump-sum method of rental
payment.

The Legislature of the Ryukyu Islands,
the Government of the Ryukyu Islands, the
association of mayors, and the Federation of
Landowners Association of Land Used for
Military Purposes established a conference.

This conference was formed in order to
realize the four principles that the Legisla-
ture of the Ryukyu Islands adopted to pro-
tect the land: (1) no lump-sum payments,
(2) appropriate compensation for seized
land, (3) compensation for damages, and
(4) no new land expropriation. With these
four organizations as their core, residents’
rallies were held in each city, town and vil-
lage in June 1956. On July 28 more the
100,000 participants attended the Prefec-
tural Rally to Win the Four Principles on
the campus of Naha High School.

At the rally, participants affirmed that
they would not sell even one tsubo (a unit of
land measurement). An island-wide protest
unfurled. Later, U.S. High Commissioner of
the Ryukyu Island James Moore announced
the discontinuance of lump-sum rental pay-
ment for land used by the U.S. military.
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Mass prefectural people’ s rally demanding annulment of the reversion
agreement and re-negotiation of the terms by which Okinawa would

be returned to Japan. November 1
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0, 1971, Yogi Park, Naha City.
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Okinawan rise up in protest at a mass prefectural people’ s rally demanding revision of the

Status of Forces Agreement, an end to crimes committed by U.S. military personnel, and the
consolidation and reduction of U.S. bases in Okinawa. October 21, 1995, Ginowan Seaside Park.

Demand for reduction of bases and October 21, 1995 rally related to schoolgirl rape incident

A rape by U.S. servicemen took place in
1995. Even though the prefectural police
asked for the suspects specifically, the
U.S. military did not hand them over. As
Okinawans’ anger reached a peak over
how military personnel were treated when
incidents occurred. At the same time, the
SOFA'’s special protection of U.S. military

personnel quickly gained widespread
recognition, and the demand to revise the
SOFA grew.

Eighty-five thousand people from around
Okinawa gathered in Ginowan Seaside
Park on October 21 to denounce incidents
caused by U.S. servicemen and call for
revision of the U.S.-Japan SOFA. Those
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gathered demanded an end to criminal
offenses by U.S. servicemen, and reduction
and realignment of U.S. military bases.
Public opinion for reduction of Okinawa’s
overlarge share of the base burden swelled
dramatically in light of the rape incident. In
1996 it was decided that the entirety of Futen-
ma Air Station would be returned to Okinawa.
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Prefectural people’ s rally protesting approval by Japanese government screening authorities
of textbooks eliminating or altering details of Japanese military involvement in mass suicides

that occurred during the Battle of Okinawa. September 29, 2007, Ginowan Seaside Park.

November 10, 1971 strike against ratification
of Okinawa Reversion Agreement

A general strike against the Okinawa
reversion agreement aiming to preserve
U.S. bases was held by The Fukkikyo on
November 1971. About 100,000 people
from all types of occupations including U.S.
base employees, civil servants, educators,
media workers, bus drivers and industry
workers participated in the strike.

According to the organizers, 60,000
people took part in a mass rally held at a
park in Naha. The rally opposed the
ratification of the Okinawa Reversion
Agreement, and demanded renegotiation of
the agreement as well as withdrawal of all
U.S. military bases.

Okinawans resist against modifying history in textbooks in September 2007

In June 2007 the Textbook Authoriza-
tion Council called for mentions of forced
mass suicide by Japanese troops during the
Battle of Okinawa in high school history
textbooks to be removed or altered. A citi-
zens’ rally was held at Ginowan Seaside
Park in September that year, calling for
opinions to be kept out of textbook certifi-
cation. According to organizers, 110,000
people attended the rally.

Including citizens gathered in Miyako,

Yaeyama, and throughout the islands,
people taking part in this rally numbered
116,000 people. This rally was even larger
than the one in 1995, making it the largest
following the reversion of Okinawa to
Japan.

The Okinawa Prefectural Assembly
unanimously agreed twice upon an argu-
ment for opinions to be kept out of text-
book certification. Assemblies from all 41
municipalities approved the argument, cre-

ating a strong opposition to rewriting the
reality of the Battle of Okinawa that turned
to a non-partisan rally. Although the head
of the Authorization Council did not
retract his opinion that mention of forced
mass suicide in the textbooks could be
misleading, the Authorization Council
allowed textbook companies that resubmit-
ted for screening to restore former descrip-
tions of the events.



