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Why U.S. Marine Corps are in Okinawa?
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U.S. troops advancing
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Marine Corps moved from main island of Japan to Okinawa

The installations of the Marine Corps account for 75.7 per-
cent of Okinawa's landmass. The ratio of Air Force, Navy, and
Army accounts for less than 10 percent. Has Okinawa consis-
tently been the island of the U.S. Marine Corps after the World
War I1? We will trace the history of the movement of the
Marine Corps.

IIT Marine Expeditionary Force (III MEF) is the Marine
air-ground task force which was reorganized in the wake of the
Korean War in 1950. III MEF had been stationed in Gifu and
Yamagata prefectures from 1953. However, there were protest
movements by local citizens in both the prefectures because
crimes involving Marine Corps members occurred on many oc-
casions and the U.S. military prohibited local farmers from en-
tering common lands. Accordingly, the U.S. military proposed
a plan to move III MEF to Okinawa which was then under U.S.

military administration, on May 1955. It was transferred to
Okinawa on February 1956. Fourteen years after that, Marine
Aircraft Group 36 (MAG-36) was transferred from Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni in Yamaguchi Prefecture to Futen-
ma Air Base on November 1969.Futenma was then called "the
world's most dangerous airbase" because of the excessive con-
centration of military aircraft.

The Japanese administration led by Yukio Hatoyama which
launched in 2009, abandoned the plan to move Futenma Air
Station out of Okinawa. The administration explained that
Henoko is the only place where the U.S. military can operate
ground forces and Helicopter units together. However, the
ground forces and Helicopter units had been based in different
locations until MAG-36 moved to Okinawa in 1969.
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Theater Security Cooperation (TSC) event
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Marine Corps stay in Okinawa not for the sake of defending the island

The governments of Japan and the United States have
explained that the reason for stationing the U.S. Marine
Corps in Okinawa is because Okinawa's location is stra-
tegically important and the Marine units here provide
deterrence against other countries. The 31st Marine Ex-
peditionary Unit (MEU), which responds to emergency
situations and disasters, rotates through the Asia Pacific
by using amphibious assault ships every three months in
Spring and Fall. For over a half year, the unit conducts

joint military exercises with other countries and vacates
Okinawa on deployment overseas or on high seas in the
Pacific. The truth of the claim that the Marine Corps in
Okinawa is defending Japan has been called into ques-
tion. Okinawa is a staging ground for 31 MEU to train
in shooting and flying and it is also to store equipment.
While 31 MEU sees the Asia Pacific as an operational
range, the explanation of Okinawa being the right stag-
ing ground for the unit to be able to effectively deploy

31 MEU is unconvincing.

In the past, the U.S. government considered with-
drawing the Marine Corps from Okinawa. However, the
Japanese government created a sympathy budget to pay
for the U.S. military being stationed in Japan. Some ex-
perts point out that the U.S. government continues to
station its military in Okinawa not because of strategic
reasons but because of political and financial ones.

31 MEU rotates February to April and October to De-

cember every year. The operational unit visits the Phil-
ippines, South Korea, Australia, and Malaysia, carrying
out joint exercises. The purpose of 31 MEU is to
demonstrate the existence of the U.S. military in coun-
tries and international waters in the Pacific. In other
words, the unit does not need to be stationed in Okina-
wa through the year and is not seen as the unit to pro-
vide defense for Okinawa.



