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US military bases and Facilities in Okinawa

L EMBIRITS
Ie Jima Auxiliary Airfield

JEERENRS

Northern Training Area

—

— ’
v/ 277 4
Camp Schwab
T
v T N\ v
Camp Hansen LS B9

<~ Henoko Ordnance
Ammunition Depot

Y mxERTSBREHE
& Planed Futenma Relocatlon
Facility in Henoko

2 S SR B X

Kadena Ammunition
Storage Area

2 MRITS L%ﬁ K FENFE Tengan Pier
Kadena Air Base) @ﬁ = Eﬁg

¥ /EL 5/1MaX
vy TET ‘ -

V Awase Communication Site
ﬁﬁ» “

Camp Kuwae

2N ¢ M RUAb - E—FBER
) ' White Beach Area
FvUTHMEE
Camp Zukeran KEEH
R A fiﬁ FITi2 usS ril/llhtary Installations
b FutenmaAir Station P B W Army
S Y BH I Nav
RS faHE X 5 Y
Makiminato Service Area g Marine Corps
e T =F I Air Forse
AR SR IRk Training Water Areas
Naha Military Port [E B 585 === National Route 58
KRESAGREBEOARLEOHE TEHRREQOENHROIE
Comparisen of US bases between Percentages of US bases in Okinawa
Okinawa and Mainland EE1.6% +F % Dl
o438 A + Army Joint use
Okinawa Main Land %E 1.1% 12.5%
avy
59 Y 22E 8.9 %
14.5% 25.5% Airili“orse ° SEERB
Marine C
27 2,619 17575 (ooros yr o
(2016 £ 1 B 1 BRE) 3A31B%HE)

58 STEEMEMIREA]

HE7) AR <

RKEEKREFRIATS OB EHRENICRODDIFNEARZ] & RRIFFEEEREZELERZ
KRIAL CTE Tz BUFIE OB D ME—DRERR | LR DR U AE S EORITINE R E2B TS
720 U UA THRBRICW D KIBEBRENER D RFD3E & B L IFARTITHE L TW T EREFRITSE DR T T

ZEEM L ROz Z L IFBIsVERIZE WD

ZEHHLMITIZ D> TWNWD.—H HARE RN H44F725T

B\ EAREERBIC K OXESAER 2T SEOTTEREREIC K DRAEHZZIT B BELE

ERDEHE X > T Do

)\

w3 A 1 D483

KEFHRMERERDUERTHAD &
E+EEI. 4% DA L1E25.54%72D Do
Zxt U H#81E0.6% DmEEDHIZ

FRIEIALDLBIBOBEREER>TWY  E1.6%.

K EDERERDEI SR

HAZDMM12.5% L7z >
TWC, EBEERORERDEED 4 57D
SZEEDTNDZ NG,

74.46%. F—mEETLERT D&, W D375.7%. Z=EE8.9%. #BE1.1%. =

483 times US military installations of the main island of Japan

Through various elections, Okinawan people have expressed
their will to oppose the relocation of U.S Marine Corp Air
Station Futenma within the prefecture. The Japanese
government has repeatedly stated that moving the base to
Henoko is the only solution, citing deterrence as the reason.
However, the majority of the Marine Corps in Okinawa used to
be stationed in the main island of Japan. It has been revealed
that governments of Japan and the United States decided to
move the air base to Henoko due to political reasons. On the
other hand, vicious crimes involving the Marine Corps members
have continued even 44 years after Okinawa's return to Japanese
sovereignty. Following the suspected murder of an Okinawan

removal of the U.S. Marine Corps from Okinawa.

While the main island accounts for 99.4 percent of Japan's
land mass, 25.54 percent of it is used for U.S. military
installations. Although Okinawa accounts for only 0.6 percent
of Japan's landmass, 74.46 percent of it is used for U.S. military
installations. Proportionally, the concentration of the U.S.
military installations in Okinawa is 483 times that of the main
island of Japan. In the breakdown of military installations
occupying Okinawa, the Marine Corps accounts for 75.7
percent, Air Force accounts for 8.9, Naval Force for 1.1. Army
for 1.6, and other shared areas account for 12.5. The Marines
Corps make up three-fourths of the U.S. military installations in
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USS Bonhomme Richard, an amphibious assault ship
that carries U.S. Marine Corps transport helicopters and
serves as the “legs” of the Marines. September 2014,
Sasebo U.S. Naval Base, Nagasaki. (Photograph
provided by Rimpeace.)

woman by an ex-marine, there is growing demand for the Okinawa.
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in Okinawa

The governments of Japan and the
United States have explained that they
need to station the Marine Corps in Okina-
wa because Okinawa is in a strategically
important location dealing with potential
conflict areas such as North Korea. If the
U.S. Marine Corps could be deployed to
deal with North Korea, they need to use
amphibious assault ships based in Sasebo
of Nagasaki prefecture. North Korea is
close to the Tohoku area of Japan. In order
to send the Marine Corps from Okinawa to
the Korean peninsula, amphibious assault
ships need to sail down to Okinawa and
pick up military personnel and equipment,
traveling north to the peninsula. To say
Okinawa is in a strategically important
location in relation to North Korea does
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No strategic reasons for stationing Marine Corps

not much make sense.

If the U.S. military sends amphibious
assault ships to Busan in South Korea, it
will take 8 to 12 hours. It takes 30 to 32
hours from Sasebo to Okinawa. Further-
more, it takes 35 to 40 hours from Okina-
wa to Busan. The total navigation time
could be 65 to 72 hours. It has been point-
ed out that moving the Marine Corps from
Okinawa to other areas of Japan such as
Kyushu will be a more strategically wise
use of the Marine Corps.

Although the Okinawa Prefectural Gov-
ernment has asked the Japanese govern-
ment about these questions, Tokyo has
given an ambiguous answer, stating that
Okinawa is close to potential conflict areas
but not too close.



