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Root cause behind accidents and incidents
U.S. and Japanese governments refuse revision

fter the arrest of a U.S. military contractor on suspicion of rape and murder a woman, Okinawan

Governor Takeshi Onaga called on the Japanese and U.S. governments to revise the U.S.-Japan
Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA), but both governments denied the possibility of revision. The SOFA
gives U.S. military personnel and other affiliated persons a privileged status, allowing U.S. bases to
operate outside the boundaries of Japanese law and exempting affiliated persons from the application of
Japanese law in the event of an accident or crime. The Okinawa prefectural government is calling for the
revision of eleven sections of the SOFA on the grounds that its terms have facilitated such problems as

accidents, crimes, noise pollution, and other forms of environmental pollution.
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Looking at the U.S.-Japan Status of Forces Agreement
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No detailed notice of training [Article 2 : Provision of facilities and areas]

Article 2 of the Status of Forces Agreement stipulates
the terms by which Japan will provide facilities and areas
to the United States military. The Okinawa prefectural
government is calling for the conclusion of an agreement
that clearly specifies the scope, intent, and terms of
operation of such facilities, and that reflects the wishes of
local government bodies in the localities most affected by
base operations. In contrast to this demand, terms of
operation are currently stated in vague language, using
expressions such as “twenty-four hours a day for an
average of ten days per month,” giving the United States
significant discretionary power over the use of facilities

training exercises over the ocean within the Tsukenjima
Training Area in Uruma City without giving prior
notification. The Okinawa prefectural government has
insisted that such exercises be carried out only in Iejima.
The Okinawa prefectural and Uruma city governments
protested the exercises, but the U.S. military responded
by claiming that the exercises were permitted in the
Tsukenjima Training Area and that it was necessary to
maintain rapid-response capability.

In Germany, a supplemental agreement signed in Bonn
forms the basis for detailed stipulations on the terms by
which the U.S. military and other NATO troops are
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Parachute drop training conducted at Kadena
Base without advance notice.May 2011.

and training areas.

allowed to use bases within the country.

In August 2015, the U.S. military conducted parachute
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Environmental surveyors dig up contaminated drums discovered in a soccer
field that used to be part of a U.S. base. January 2014, Okinawa City.

Reason for delay in development of returned land [Article 4: Environmental rights]

In 2013, barrels containing toxic substances were
discovered buried in a soccer field in an area of
Okinawa City that used to be part of a U.S. military
facility. Levels of dioxin 630 times higher than those
designated by environmental standards for water
quality were detected in water found in the barrels.

Environmental contamination has been discovered

on nearly all returned U.S. base land. At the recently
returned West Futenma Housing Area of Camp Foster,
levels of lead more than 21 times higher than the
standard were detected in the soil. Arsenic and
dichloromethane, which is considered carcinogenic,
were also detected.

The Status of Forces Agreement exempts the U.S.

military from any responsibility to return the
environment to its former state even after it has been
polluted. Observers say this influences the mentality of
the United States when it comes to environmental
conservation. It has also delayed development of
returned land due to the time spent on cleanup.
Currently, the Japanese government bears all costs
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Other Articles of SOFA Revisions Requested
by the Okinawa Prefecture Government
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related to returning land to its former state. The
Okinawa prefectural government is calling for the U.S.
to take responsibility for appropriate land restoration
measures when land has been contaminated.



