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Skies still dark after 71 years
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Military uses violence

to resolve problems

Ann Wright former US Army Colonel, US diplomat and a member of Veterans For Peace

The mission of the military is to act
violently towards others. They behave
violently sometimes outside of the military
service. These violent actions can be used
in personal life as military personnel
attempt to resolve personal problems.
Violence occurs wherever the troops are
stationed. Such incidents will be repeated
in the future if the troops remain here.

Some young soldiers believe they are
allowed to do whatever they want in

foreign countries as they are coming from
the perspective of ‘the colonizer’. Their
commanders teach them what is allowed
and what is not, but most of them do not
understand. The United States always says,
‘We are special in the world.' This creates
a bad attitude among the young soldiers.
According to our estimate, one in four
service members, including men, has
suffered sexual assault in the U.S. military.

The only way to eradicate suffering

involving the U.S. military is to kick the
troops out.

A revision of the U.S.-Japan Status of
Forces Agreement is needed. U.S. military
personnel who commit criminal offenses
in foreign countries should be subject to
the jurisdiction of the country where he or
she stays.

Now is the time that unequal Status of
Forces Agreement (SOFA), which favors
the U.S. should be revised.



