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Special feature for Okinawa Mass Protest Rallies
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Anger, sadness over oppression from bases

After the rape and murder incident involving an ex-US Marine, many readers from throughout Okinawa sent in their

opinions to the Ryukyu Shimpo's "Voice" section. As many expressed sadness and anger at this incident, it highlights

" the responsibility of the Japanese and the US governments in reducing Okinawa's excessive military base-hosting

) burden, and the repeated incidents by US military personnel and civilian personnel that come with that burden. Below
are some of the opinions of Okinawan citizens that appeared in the paper (Summary, Age at the time of issue).
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Fear to live around the bases

Hatsue Izumi (53years old,Naha)

When [ was little, I lived in a neighborhood where there were many
houses for foreigners and English was often spoken. There are good
people and bad people. However, there were many incidents of
stealing and rape. When it got dark, a woman couldn't go out alone.
We could never forget to lock up the house. My father taught me,
saying, "Protect yourself," because it was common for a woman to be
followed by foreigners. Whenever a horrible crime occurs, I remember
the fear I felt when I was a kid. It can never happen. We can never let it
happen. I just hope our society becomes safe. (Posted on May 24)
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The removal of the bases is
the only way

Yoshitaka Higa (84 years old, Tomigusuku)

Even after 44 years of Okinawa's reversion, a heavy burden
remains in my mind. Why is Okinawa repeatedly beset by sadness?
I would like to hear the true intent of the Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe - what is behind his thinking? We can never allow being
treated like a colony. I feel heartbroken about the abandonment of a
body by the U.S. military employee. The US-Japan Status-of-Forces
Agreement should immediately be reviewed. Moreover, the U.S.
ilitary should be removed. If there were no US military bases in
wa, such a tragic incident would not have happened. As the
s not effective, the military bases should be removed from
a and their personnel also withdrawn. If this is impossible,
ase gates should be locked. Ultimately, the removal of the
the only way. (Posted on May 30)
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I feel chagrined for the victim

Yukio Gushi (36years old,Naha)

Another violent crime by a U.S. military related person occurred
that is not seen in other prefectures. I cannot remain calm without
somewhere to focus my sadness and anger. The unique environment
created by the military on Okinawa is the reason for aberrational
crimes by U.S. military personnel and employees. Military personnel
are required to become insensitive to others' suffering in order to attack
them without hesitation during a life-or-death battle. The issue of the
U.S. military bases should be discussed widely in mainland Japan and
the national public should have an interest in it. Then the truth would
be widely known, and the U.S. military might also become aware of
the need for the enforcement of strict discipline.  (Posted on June 1)
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For everyday safety

Harumi Asato (63years old,Kitanakagusuku)

Another heinous crime by a U.S. military employee. Prefectural and
municipal councils have successively passed resolutions of protest.
However, both the Japanese and U.S. governments are full of empty
correspondence on "the enforcement of strict discipline" and the
"prevention of a recurrence." The situation in Okinawa has not
changed. When I think about the family of the woman who lost her
life, I feel pain in the chest. When I watch the news, I feel angry at the
reactions of the Japanese government. If the Japan-US Security Treaty
is so important, I want the U.S. military bases to be taken to mainland
Japan. Okinawa has sacrificed enough for Japan. As long as the
military bases are in Okinawa, incidents and accidents will never go
away. I do not want any further sacrifices. We just want an everyday
life of peace and safety. (Posted on May 29)
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After reading editorials of |
non-Okinawan newspapers :

Kiyoko Yamashiro (68years old, Yonabaru)
I read the editorials in national and regional newspapers about the
abandonment of a body by the U.S. military employee. Eight papers
pointed out the same thing, "74% of Japan's U.S. military facilitie
located in Okinawa." Nowadays, the majority of Japanese people
that Japan needs the Japan-U.S Security Treaty. Based on the tre
the U.S. military has been stationed here. I wonder if the U.S. milita
issue in Okinawa does not become one of national public discussi
because people assume 74% of the bases can remain in Okinaw
because it does not affect them. I want people to try to imagine wi
is like for Okinawans who live every day surrounded by fear, sadne
and anger caused by the military bases. (Pos
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Responsibility of big nations' leaders

Kuni Ohama (42years old,Nat

A regretful thing happened. It was the abandont
woman's body by a U.S. military employee. Okinay 3
filled with anger and sadness. The Prime Minister
"very strong anger." Former Vice President of the ed |
Walter Mondale also expressed "strong anger."Howe: er
leaders of big nations should feel a strong anger against th
default in turning away from dealing with the contradictions of t
US-Japan Status-of-Forces Agreement and the prin
human rights of Okinawan people. Those with major rc
turned away from the nature of the problem. Their actio:
punish a criminal and withdraw a person-in-charge. Th
ones with responsibility. (Posted \
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protesting rape and murder by U.S. military contractor
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220 ) o = Toguchi, Yomitan Village, where U.S. troops landed 71 years ago. At the time of landing, the horizon was filled with U.S. warships and landing craft. June 14, 2016.
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On the morning of April 1, 1945, U.S. troops landed on the
central western coast of the main island of Okinawa.The
horizon was filled with U.S. warships and landing craft, and piles
of drum cans were placed on the beach of Toguchi, Yomitan
Village. A fierce land battle ensued, continuing until the end of
June.(Photograph taken by the U.S. Coast Guard)

Lend an ear to the voices of the victims' souls

¢cg—~ ome home with your father.” The father’ s call echoed through
C the grass by the side of the highway in Onna Village. The
“mabuigumi” ritual was being held one month after a young
woman’ s body was found abandoned here. The ritual is said to be
able to return the victim’s soul to her family.
A young woman out on a walk was suddenly violated and robbed
of her life by a U.S. military contractor. 61 years have passed since a

six-year-old girl was raped and murdered; 21 years have passed since
a twelve-year-old girl was violently assaulted. Yet again, Okinawa
was unable to protect the dignity and life of a woman.

Though the Battle of Okinawa ended 71 years ago, the war has not
yet ended for Okinawans, who are forced to live their daily lives
unable to rest in fear of violence.

On June 19, Okinawa Mass Protest Rallies will be held at Naha’s
Ounoyama Athletic Park and elsewhere to protest the rape and
murder of a woman by a U.S. military contractor. This special feature
by the Ryukyu Shimpo compiles a history of crimes and accidents

involving the U.S. military that have occurred in Okinawa, delves
into the unequal nature of the U.S.-Japan Status of Forces agreement,
which allows U.S. military personnel and civilian employees special
privileges, and describes how the rights of vulnerable people such as
women and children have been utterly trampled upon.

There may still be souls drifting through the Okinawan skies like
butterflies, continuing to cry out for help. We must lend an ear to the
voices of the souls of these countless victims and put an end to the
cycle of grief originating from the U.S. bases. We must now protect
the lives, human rights, and dignity of the Okinawan people.



