% 3EHEYRE ERT EFRK - FER 201 5¥cm27e 9 A19H +iEH (7 )

E 7 IRiR

Nature and the environmenf_t;._.

Colony of rare blue coral stretching up toward the water's surface (taken April 9, 2013, in Oura
Bay, Nago, sea depth of roughly 15 meters)
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The ocean, and the abundance of life it supports, in danger of destruction
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The terrain of Oura Bay in Nago is
characterized by a unique bell-shaped
formation. Rivers carry nutrients from
the mountains to the bay, creating an
ecosystem-rich environment. Oura Bay
has been designated an important sea
area by the Ministry of the Environment
based on the Convention on Biological
Diversity. The Okinawa prefectural gov-
ernment has also designated it "rank 1"
in their official environmental conserva-
tion policy, requiring strict conservation.

The dugong, a sea mammal which has
been designated a national monument of
Japan and is considered an endangered
species by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature, comes to Oura
Bay to feed, and sea turtles also inhabit
the area. In the summer, the skimmer, an
endangered sea bird, comes to land on
uninhabited islands off the coast of Cape
Henoko. The rare blue coral in the bay
serves as a habitat for many creatures.
Seven species of seaweed considered
"near threatened" by the Ministry of the
Environment are also found there. Dis-
coveries of new and unrecorded species
continue to occur regularly.

The movement to protect Oura Bay
from the damage that would be caused
by construction of a new base is grow-
ing. Environmental and academic orga-
nizations within Japan have called for
conservation of the bay's natural envi-
ronment, and the International Union for
Conservation of Nature has submitted

recommendations calling for its conser-
vation three times.

A sea creature that appears to be a dugong seen swimming five kilometers
east off the coast of Henoko, Nago (taken August 17, 2014, by a Kyodo
News helicopter)
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New base construction will have a massive impact on ecosystems

The work being carried out in
preparation for the new base con-
struction in Henoko, Nago is im-
pacting the natural environment
in Oura Bay, and there are con-
cerns that future work will fur-
ther damage the bay's ecosys-
tems.

Floats surrounding the area in
which the seabed drilling survey

to the ocean floor by anchors
made of iron and other materials
weighing as much as 160 kilo-
grams. Of 248 such anchors, 120
were lost during typhoons in Oc-
tober 2014, causing damage to
large colonies of Porites tenuis
coral. Tracks as long as 265
meters have been found running
through seaweed beds where 36

force of the typhoons.

Starting at the end of January
of this year, concrete blocks
ranging from 10 to 45 tons were
sunk into the bay to anchor float
and buoys delineating a tempo-
rary restricted zone around the
construction area in Oura Bay.
These concrete blocks have been
found to have destroyed 94 coral

Other environmental concerns
include the potential impact of
construction on dugongs and sea
turtles, doubts as to the effective-
ness of planned coral transplanta-
tion, and the potential introduc-
tion of the Argentine ant, an
invasive alien species, through
soil used in the land reclamation.

Coral crushed by massive concrete blocks (taken February 14, 2015, Oura Bay,

Nago, sea depth of roughly 5 meters)
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Construction workers dug up barrels at the Okinawa City soccer field, which
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was previously a U.S. military facility, on January 29, 2014

is being carried out were secured

anchors were dragged by the colonies.

Pollutants found on base land
after it is returned to Okinawa

When land used by the U.S. mili-
tary has been returned to locals, con-
tamination from toxic chemicals has
been found.

Some environmental experts point
out that the U.S.-Japan Status of
Forces Agreement (SOFA) prevents
any resolution of this problem because
it does not require the U.S. govern-
ment to restore the former military
lands to their original state and com-
pensate the landowners for environ-
mental damage.

At the Okinawa City soccer field, a
former U.S. military base, construc-
tion workers have unearthed 108 bar-
rels containing dioxins and other
harmful materials since 2013.

Dioxin, which was equivalent to 2,100
times the emission standard value

based on the Waste Management
Law, was detected in the water in the
barrels.

It was confirmed that dichlorometh-
ane, a known carcinogen, was found
in soil deposits from the barrels at
455,000 times the safe environmental
levels designated by the Ministry of
the Environment.

Asbestos was detected from 140
buildings in Camp Foster and the
West Futenma Housing Area, which
were returned by the U.S. military this
year.

According to a recent report by
researchers, habu, a poisonous snake
species, and mongooses living near a
U.S. base, have high concentrations of
PCB. Residents are concerned that
other toxic substances might be found.




