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Military bases and human rights
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There have been many crimes
and incidents involving U.S. mili-
tary personnel, including military
aircraft crashes in Okinawa where
Japan's U.S. bases are concentrat-
ed. Okinawan people suffer
reduced livelihood, and psycho-
logical and physical damage from
U.S. military aircraft noise. Even
after Okinawa's return to Japanese
sovereignty in 1972, which Oki-
nawans hoped would improve
their situation, the existence of the
U.S. military bases has been a

threat to the lives and the liveli-
hoods of Okinawan people.

The Japan-U.S. Status-of-Forc-
es Agreement assures more free-
dom for U.S. military than agree-
ments reached between the United
States and other nations defeated
in World War II. There has been
strong demand for fundamentally
revising the agreement. Okinawan
people wish to escape from the
current situation, in which the
U.S. bases restrict their human
rights.
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Status of Forces Agreement restricts rights
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Okinawa's current U.S. military base concentra-
tion, 74% of U.S. Forces Japan base land, is
allowed by the status of forces agreement (SOFA)
between the U.S. and Japan, which entered into
effect in 1960. Although the NATO SOFA Supple-
mentary Agreement of 1959 with Germany (a sup-
plement to the Bonn Agreement) has been revised
3 times (in 1971, 1981, and 1993), by comparison
the U.S.-Japan SOFA has not been revised even
once, and therefore a great limitation on Japan's
rights remains in effect. Another example is the
SOFA binding Italy and the U.S. since 1995,
which differs greatly from the U.S.-Japan SOFA,
in that the U.S.-Japan SOFA guarantees the U.S.
exclusive administrative rights, giving the U.S. un-
restricted use of military base facilities, whereas
the SOFA between Italy and the U.S. has a frame-
work placing U.S. military bases under Italy's
command.

The NATO SOFA Supplementary Agreement
has in essence adopted U.S. bases into German
law. It is U.S. duty to conduct all operations with
an evaluation of the environmental impact, and to

allow officials of the commonwealth, individual
states, and local authorities to enter base com-
pounds for investigative purposes. The U.S. mili-
tary is prohibited from risky and noisy activity
such as low-altitude flying and nighttime training.
Even though Japan and the U.S. have concluded a
noise-prevention agreement, loopholes such as
"operations take priority" are often applied.
Low-altitude flights of U.S. military aircraft fall
outside of Japan's Civil Aeronautics Act. Member
of local administrative bodies must receive permis-
sion from the U.S. military before entering base
compounds.

In Italy, the U.S. is obligated to announce the
times of aviation drills and gives consideration to
the custom of taking afternoon naps in the summer
by suspending flights between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Additionally, should the U.S. military cause a
public nuisance or health risk to daily lives of the
people, Italy's commanding officers have the au-
thority to immediately curtail the U.S. military's
behaviors.
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Debris from a U.S. military helicopter can be seen scattered around
the Okinawa International University campus after the helicopter
crashed, bursting into flames in Ginowan, Ginowan City on August
15, 2004.

Aircraft accidents occur every year

Many military aircraft fly over Okinawa, causing
anxiety among citizens. A series of aircraft crashes
and ongoing noise pollution have put Okinawans on
edge both before and after the reversion of the pre-

fecture from the U.S to Japan.

In 1959, when Okinawa was still under U.S. mili-
tary occupation, a fighter jet plummeted onto private
land, bounced on the ground and crashed into an ele-
mentary school, killing 18 people, including school
children. Aircraft accidents continued to occur even
after Okinawa was returned to Japan. There have
been 46 accidents, the most recent one occurring in
August this year. In August 2004, a helicopter
crashed into the Okinawa International University
building, which stands adjacent to the Futenma Air
Station. There were no civilian casualties, but neigh-
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boring houses were damaged by debris from the air-
craft.

Noise pollution is also a serious problem. Local
residents, especially those living in the cities that
host Kadena Air Base and Futenma Air Station,
complain of impaired hearing, lack of sleep and
other physical and psychological damage caused by
the roar of aircraft flying at night and in the early
morning. People living near the military bases filed a
lawsuit, requesting a ban on military training flights.
The court admitted that damage had been caused by
the aircraft noise.

Despite the wishes of the Okinawan people to
become free from the problems arising from military
aircraft, Osprey helicopters were deployed in 2012.
The Osprey is said to have a high risk of crashing.
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Heinous crimes have been committed repeated-
ly by U.S. military personnel in Okinawa, where
Japan's U.S. bases are concentrated. The U.S. mil-
itary promises stricter discipline every time an
incident occurs, but the situation remains the
same.

In September 1955, a six-year-old girl was
raped and murdered. The tragedy is known as the
Yumiko-chan Incident. A sergeant of the U.S.
Forces was tried by court-martial on charges of
rape and murder and sentenced to death. The con-
viction was reduced to imprisonment after he was
transported to the United States.

Despicable crimes targeting women and chil-
dren have continued even after Okinawa returned
to Japan in 1972. In 1995, three Marines raped an
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Never-ending crimes by US soldiers

elementary-school girl, which prompted a major
prefectural rally, with 85,000 citizens coming
together to express anger against the case. In
2012, two sailors raped a woman in the central
area of the Okinawa Island.

There have also been many hit-and-run cases.
A service member who was driving drunk hit and
killed a woman in Itoman City in 1970. He was
found not guilty at a court-martial hearing, but
later a confidential American report referred to
the verdict as a "misjudgement." In November
2011, a car driven by an army staff sergeant hit
and killed a man in Yomitan Village.

Suzuyo Takazato From co-representative of Okinawa Women Act Against Military Violence

Sexual crimes perpetrated by the US military a threat to women

When US forces landed on Oki-
nawa Island in April 1945, cases of
rape by US forces were wide-
spread. Now, 70 years after the end
of the war, sexual crimes by US
servicemen still occur, violating the
human rights of women.

According to a record of sexual
crimes committed against women
by US military members on Okina-
wa compiled by the organization
Okinawa Women Act Against Mil-
itary Violence, in 1946, there were
439 incidents of crime committed
against women, including rape,
murder, and arson. In 1947, such

crimes numbered 242. Suzuyo
Takazato, co-representative of the
organization, says that after the
war, "women faced a new kind of
battlefield."

Many of these crimes are perpe-
trated by groups, and victims have
included those of all ages, includ-
ing infants and children. They have
occurred in fields, on roads, within
base compounds, and in front of
the victim's family's eyes. Some
victims become pregnant and give
birth. Almost all perpetrators have
received only a light sentence, or
no sentence at all. The brutality of

these crimes became especially
striking during the Vietnam War in
the 1960s and 70s, when one to
four victims were strangled to
death each year.

Takazato emphasizes that struc-
tural violence within the military is
behind these sexual crimes. She
states, "Soldiers become numb, and
in order to run from their pent-up
emotions, they take their stress out
on those weaker than themselves.
There's also a sense of discrimina-
tion in which they view Okinawa
as a colony."




