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A modern history of human rights offenses:

HRDAREE M

L BRI

1L &R rthern Water Area

Northern Training Area

P 3 A 2k
Related chronology

EYLR:A FRAATIC K B THRERALY ) GRERGES)

IR "The Ryukyu Disposal," an annexation of the Ryukyu Kingdom
by the Meiji government

Current Situation of BT BB RITIE
U.S. Military Bases in Okinawa eyt g ol

I E@mBIRITIZ K HEL At Z2—
Ie Jima Water Area Okuma Rest Center

AKX BRI

Kumejima Training Area

UL S e < R 220

1944 4
3A22H

FAPEFESICEE 32 Eb“%ﬁf’“

N ° ° ° ° ° o
B e — Structural discrimination continuing to the present -
"""""""" ) % AR EHTIREEIZIKIE
TRT7H %ﬁ Lc_cl: 'D'Z'T'i@u%%@%ﬁmﬁi'ﬁ? FEDOEFBKFANR . ?A . g p Kumejima Water Area A 7,‘/ S
| *v> 7277 | . BIEREEE
July 7 J apanese cabinet decreed that the elderly, as well as women and Camp S:éhwab N Cesiltenmincitontbite
children, should be evacuated from the Nansei Islands oV T N\ Y B{ERBSETKIZ Gesaji Water Area
e . . ~ . . . . . Vg .. . .. . ﬁﬁtl/“/l\t\_% . -
s A 22 B I R HEEIIUDHETEET T EMEZS L. THEE In 187?, the independent Ryukyrl ng fa'ced hurrran rrgh.tS \.Irolatu.)n.s beginning rr1111tary admrnlstratlon. Administrative BT, Camp Hansen IDFF IR N
TR The evacuation ship Tsushima-Maru carrying many school chil- ZEENZHREREENZ18TIEE. BHIRBFIC K > THRAIZHE dom, which had long engaged actively in  with Japan's assimilation policies, followed rights over Okinawa were returned to Japan Kin Red Beach Water Arca Henoko Ordnance Ammunition Depot
drenE R by 2 S bt RICHESNTzo HARITHMAAZN/ZHFE TIXHAND commerce with China and the other coun- by the Battle of Okinawa, in which more in 1972, but massive US military facilities —— 7.3 297K
"""""""" ﬁ{bﬁ&%biﬁgfb?oﬂfzﬂ{\ Y¢%%$£TZOEALXLb§ﬁ?7§ tries of East Asia, was annexed by Japan's than 200 thousand lives were lost, and then remain to this day. %deﬁa Amﬁufiﬁon iwab Water area
107108 *ib\’qﬂ%%w£° %B ‘i i ‘\: h EIRRRREE 135 < bfgﬁﬂfﬁyéTft)%ﬁ: ; gm&iﬂmﬂbiqma@ Meiji government against a backdrop of mil-  the seizure of their land, compounded by ac- Sl i SRLYR-E=FliEE
OGN US Air raids against Okinawa, the capital Naha suffered cata- /\*E{E%Eh—é\% N7z 74]%%0)75’@&*%@1972&“—5256‘— ) ) ) . . ' ) Kin Red Beach Tralnlng Area
strophic damage RBXNTZDN AR EEMIIIEAEOES T F itary force. Since then, Okinawans have cidents and incidents occurring under US
S, hU - SR — - E—FilliEE
1945 & EEF@EQ EE;E éeg;ijlzer in Blue Beach Training Area
3 A 26 B EEaoE A N NS YT BT, ABSE - BRI DR Commmunication Tengan Pier Water Tk
(EZRRVEISIPLR US Forces landed on islands of Aka, Zamami and Geruma X/Zo7z Station in Blue Beach Water Area

Z < D—MRERISKREIC K DHEEFIK

¥ ThH EREYEIZE

34 27 0 P o e R Uiz I L TV =TS 7Kigk
WYEREIPIR US forces landed on Tokashiki Island SN MO EEIDIBEEIC /2D & U CHAREITIEV Kadena Air Base g

"""""""" T, N Bt 1) 7% - ——7kis
4 A 1B e e L ’ — HPiEEK RS L7 Dy KEDEIE (A

1) EUTEON/IZD. EFELEIDSE LU p Courtney Water Area

bLT EZ&E&C%&%%M%:A%M%:O
HAEDESHSPOFE T, BB DIFEMNIT

FIEDRWNE B b\Q_\im\ [SERE]
GEFIEEPE) TTELRDADUz.

SRR

[ ZE LTc BZEMEULVEDNSUYEFRICED S F
=19454F 6 H19H CKE{RE. BNTELEFTE

A boy walks towards a camp while nursing a wounded
leg on June 19, 1945. (photograph taken by the U.S.
military and kept at the Okinawa Prefectural Archives)

VUSIBW US forces landed on the western coast of the central part of
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US troops marched into the capital city. The Japanese 32nd
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nawans - one quarter of the popu-
lation at the time.

It was clear that Japan had no
chance of winning from the
outset of the battle, but it decided
to sacrifice Okinawa in an effort

lives during indiscriminate
attacks by the American and Brit-
ish forces. Some people died after
being forced out of their shelters
by Japanese soldiers who treated
civilians as obstructions to the

spies, were also killed by Japa-
nese soldiers.

Many Okinawans were direct-
ed to commit mass suicide by
Japanese soldiers, who made
them believe there was no other
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Rainwater collects in holes made by the U.S. military's bombardment
of the Japanese Imperial Army's position near the Shuri Castle in

Shuri in 1945. (photograph taken by the U.S. military and kept at the

Japan accepts Potsdam terms, agrees to unconditional surrender
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The remaining Japanese forces in the Nansei Islands signed the
surrender documents

*Facility numbers and land area are as of March 2008 Military personnel numbers are as of September 2008

1931 to the Sino-Japanese War
and Asia-Pacific War, the biggest
battle ever waged between the
two superpowers was the Battle

of Okinawa in 1945. The fierce
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San Francisco Peace Treaty came into force. Okinawa was
placed under the administration of US forces
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US military issued decrees and ordinances to seize lands to
build bases
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At Maja and Nishizaki in Iejima, Isahama in Ginowan, US mili-
tary forc1b1y exproprrated lands
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Residents hold rally against the Price Report to promote the
'Four Principles for Solving the Military Land Problems'. The
"all-island struggle" or shimagurumi toso.
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The Council for Okinawa Prefecture Reversion to Japan (Fukki-
kyo) was formed
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The Sato-Nixon joint statement announced that Okinawa would
revert to mainland Japanese administration by 1972
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Koza Riot-local citizens burned about 75 US military related
Vehrcles
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US forces remove poison gas from Okinawa,5,000 people
evacuated
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Okinawa was returned to the administration of Japan, became a
prefecture of J apan
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Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto and US Ambassador Walter
Mondale agreed on the return of Futenma airfield and the base's
relocation within Okrnawa
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At the Security Consultative Committee (2 plus 2), Japan and
the US announced an interim report on the US military, includ-
ing the plan to relocate the Futenma air station to the coastal
area of Camp Schwab
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U.S. military charges anti-aircraft fire against the Japa-
nese Army in April 1945. (photograph taken by the U.S.
military and kept at the Okinawa Prefectural Peace Me-
morial Museum)
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Domination and oppression by
Japan and the United States

There is oppression in the form of colonial
rule and human rights violations by Japan and
the U.S. in Okinawa's recent history.

Okinawa was an independent nation until
Japan forcefully annexed it in 1879. Japan abol-
ished the old dialect and customs of Okinawa,
and enacted assimilation measures designed to
force military conscription and other govern-
ment policies. It also promoted an imperialized
educational system where citizens swore loyalty
to the Emperor.

Before they realized it, Okinawan people
came to be the very image of Japanese people.
As a result, a sense of honor that puts one's
country before one's own life took root in Oki-

ground battle engulfed civilians
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Pine-lined path at Jinon Nanmachi. In 1932, this
spot was designated a natural monument under
the name "Ginowan pine-lined path." (Photograph
taken around 1910. From Jinon Dumura photogra-
phy collection.)
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nawa, which led to mobilized Okinawan citi-
zenry during the Battle of Okinawa in 1945.

After Japan's defeat, Okinawa fell under U.S.
administration. Expansive military bases were
established, and with accompanying issues such
as crime and U.S. military aircraft crashes, Oki-
nawan citizens' human rights came to be violat-
ed.

Okinawan inhabitants aim for a reversion to
the Constitution of Japan stipulating pacifism
and protection of Okinawan citizens' human
rights. Although Okinawa was returned to
Japan in 1972, vast military bases remain, and
even now a condition of consistent human
rights violations persists.

to delay a U.S. attack on the rest

ESNT/==1910 &

battle. Others were killed by Jap-

option.

Okinawa Prefectural Archives)

)3 S U 1 Bl IS

KEFWNEFREIEREEXD . RS
TR Z EDEFS Tz,

HIFEAEDHHIR
NV THEEF BN (LD —

RIE IV TUNVRL

Futenma Air Station, located in the
center of Ginowan City, was originally an
expansive civilian settlement area. In April
1945 U.S. forces removed inhabitants, oc-
cupied the region, and built upon it. U.S.
forces took advantage of the disorder of
the Battle of Okinawa to force construction
of a base upon the region, seizing local
inhabitants' land regardless of the fact that
this action violated the Hague Convention
respecting the Laws and Customs of Wars
on Land.

After U.S. forces landed on Okinawa
Island, local residents were sent to Nodake
Refugee Camp and other places, and tres-
passing on air base grounds was prohibit-
ed. As the displaced residents of Kakazu,
Ginowan Village were given permission to
return in September 1946, they were ap-
proved to go back to the regions in which
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Land seizures in violation of .
international treaties

they had lived before. Those who had lived
within the limits of Futenma Air Station,
however, were not approved to return to
their homes, and had to settle with taking
residence surrounding the base. Villages
such as Kamiyama, Nakahara, and Gi-
nowan are still mostly retained by the U.S.
military. Former scenes from daily life
such as abundant fields, local administra-
tive offices, and natural monuments of the
prewar days such as Jinon Nanmachi have
been lost.

When Futenma Air Station was first
established it was a U.S. army facility, but
in April 1957 control was transferred to the
air force. U.S. marines began transferring
from mainland Japan in 1959, and in May
1960 Futenma Air Station became a
marine base.
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Futenma Air Station during construction, in June 1945. (provided by Okinawa
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Residents resist

The United States Civil Administration of
the Ryukyu Islands (USCAR) tried to sign a
lease contract with landowners to continue
using the bases after the Peace Treaty was
signed in San Francisco in 1952. However,
most of the landowners did not sign because
the contract period was 20 years and the
annual rent was low.

In 1953, the USCAR issued land acquisi-
tion procedures and forcibly took over the
land in the districts of Mekaru and Gushi in
Naha, the Isahama district in Ginowan, and
the Maja district in Ie. In some cases, the U.S.
military destroyed houses and seized land
from the people, threatening them with bayo-
nets and bulldozers. Residents protested
against the land seizures all around Okinawa.
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In the Isahama district of Ginowan on July 18,
1955, the local residents were ready to protest
against forcible acquisition of their land by the U.S.
military. Their banner reads "money can be spent
for a year; land lasts forever."

In the Maja district of Ie, Shoko Ahagon was
the leader of the nonviolent protest. In 1955,
Ahagon and his fellow protesters carried out a
protest march known as the "Beggar's March"
in various parts of the main island of Okina-
wa to share the plight and sufferings of the
Maja residents who lost their land.

In 1956, the United States aimed for a
blanket purchase of the local land leased for
bases, made in line with what is known as
"Price Recommendations." This led to a
struggle against the takeover of new land its
permanent use, which became known as the
shimagurumi-toso (all-island struggle), all
over Okinawa.




