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Toward an end to military bases
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Remaining bases obstruct autonomy
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Economic effects associated with the development of the returned lands
from the US military(As of January 2015)

% According to the research by the Planning and Coordination
KL AR AR Division gf the Okinawa Pre}fectural Gove%nment
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Oroku/Kanagusuku Area (108.8 ha)

Direct economic effects

SEENIC & BT R ¥NER Economic ripple effect

Continuous economic growth following reversion

Some people in the main island
of Japan still say that U.S. military
bases play a vital role in the Oki-
nawan economy. That is a mis-
guided notion stemming from the
right after World War II. Referring
to this idea, the governments of
Japan and the United States have
tried to justify forcing Okinawa to
host the bulk of U.S. military
installations in Japan. However,
the presence of bases, which ob-
struct livelihood and industry, has
been recognized by Okinawan

people as an impediment to eco-
nomic growth.

US base-related revenue was
15.5 percent of the gross prefec-
tural income in the fiscal 1972
when Okinawa was returned to
Japanese sovereignty. However,
the figure decreased to 5.4 percent
in the fiscal 2012. Tourism reve-
nue as a portion of gross prefectur-
al income increased from 6.5 to
10.0 percent. As the Okinawan
economy has grown, its degree of
dependence on base-revenue has

decreased.

The Shintoshin district in Naha,
the Kanagusuku district in Oroku,
and the districts of Kuwae and Ki-
tamae in Chatan are examples of
successful use of land returned by
the U.S. military. The Okinawa
Prefectural Government has calcu-
lated an estimation of the econom-
ic effect of returning those dis-
tricts. Economic activity as a
direct result of development after
the land was returned, increased
32 times in the Shintoshin district,

14 times in the Kanagusuku dis-
trict and 108 times in the districts
of Kuwae and Kitamae. The indi-
rect ripple effect, including
income promotion and employ-
ment, increased 13 to 135 times.

These figures have clearly illus-
trated the economic benefits of the
development of land returned by
the U.S. military, and shown the
level of revenue generated was
higher than that of the lease of
military land.
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On July 20, 2000, human-chain protest participants held hands and surrounded Kadena Air Base. The timing
coincided with the Okinawa Summit.
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The first human-chain protest in Okinawa was held on June 21, 1987, with protestors
linking hands around Kadena Air Base.
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"Human chain" protests calling for base removal

In Okinawa, anti-war sentiment and base with-
drawal movements have continued since Okinawa's
reversion to Japan. With citizens' groups and work-
ers' groups at their heart, protests involving people
holding hands to encircle bases such as Kadena Air
Base and Futenma Air Station have been carried out.

The first human chain protest in Okinawa took
place at Kadena Air Base in 1987. Between 2000,
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when a human-chain protest was organized to coin-
cide with the Kyushu-Okinawa Summit, and 2007,
Kadena was encircled 4 times. Futenma Air Station
was encircled 5 times between 1995 and 2010.
Citizens have made their peaceful sentiment and
wish for base reduction and withdrawal clear by
bringing their families along, linking hands, and
crowding around chain-link fenced military bases.
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Over 400 million yen raised by the Henoko Fund

A new fund was established to pre-
vent the construction of a new U.S.
base in Henoko, Nago in April 2015.
The fund is receiving donations from
people nationwide. As of September 2,
donations to the Henoko Fund amount-
ed to 435,000,000 yen from over
58,000 donors.

Members of the political and busi- yazaki, journalist Shuntaro Torigoe,
ness establishment in Okinawa, Masaru have become joint representatives of
Sato, writer and former chief analyst at the fund.

Foreign Ministry, and Fumiko Suga- The fund is working on putting ad-
wara (the widow of late actor Bunta vertisements protesting the new base
Sugawara), Okinawan photojournalist construction in regional newspapers
Bunyo Ishikawa, and internationally and major newspapers of Japan.
acclaimed anime director Hayao Mi-
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A press conference for the establishment of the Henoko Fund, which Okina-
wa Governor Onaga attended, in Naha on April 9 2015.




