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Plans for the new base in Heq:;gko
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Functional reinforcement, not reduction of burden

HABRTASKEE RETRIT
BODOIBERSE Cd DR rE TS
IR Z D TN DHTE
& A HIBEEDII T £
ZICTERZ18005 DIEER 24
2l U7 fia/S. HBmEN HRY
105 DES DIEEM £ 7250

BURF 3B ESEDEREE R
RIFRATIED 13730 1L4F]
RELEBAL. SHEEEREICD
RIRDELTNDA, HEZ
BEAIADTY 7R AaEE
SOERRE, HERETT

A LMBBOKRE S

(BREHDOEFED & LEE)

Size of new US air base in Henoko

Comparing new US air base with

Kokusai Street in Naha
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The new base takes up the equivalent to

the center part of the capital city Naha of
Okinawa, including Kokusai Street
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The construction of a replace-
ment facility for Futenma Air
Station at Henoko, Nago City
being promoted by the Govern-
ment of Japan means filling He-
noko's cape with soil, and build-
ing two 1800-meter runways.
The structure's height above
sea-level will be 10 meters.

The government explains that
the replacement facility will be
less than one-third the size of
Futenma Air Station, and is
therefore related to reducing the
base burden. The new facility,
though, will have areas to stock-
pile ammunition and will be fur-
nished with facilities such as a
dike to moor ships. Through the
process of promoting an envi-
ronmental impact assessment of
the additions not available at Fu-
tenma Air Station, the impact of
the air base will become clear.
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Nago mayoral election(2014.01.19)
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Okinawa gubernatorial election(2014.11.16)
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Lower House elections Okinawa districts(2014.12.14)
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Election results show opposition to Henoko base

As the Government of Japan
began drilling surveying in 2014
with the sights set toward building
a new facility at Henoko, within
Okinawa Futenma Air Station's
replacement facility became the
issue at hand. Those candidates
for mayor of Nago City, governor
of Okinawa Prefecture, and Oki-
nawa representative members in
the House of Representatives who
opposed Henoko relocation were
elected. Popular will opposing
relocation has reached this high
level, where citizens' votes clearly
show that the intention of the
people is in opposition to reloca-
tion within the prefecture.

In the January 2014 Nago may-
oral election, the candidate oppos-
ing relocation to Henoko, Susumu
Inamine, won against a reloca-
tion-supporting newcomer by a
margin of 4155 votes, with a total
of 19,839 votes. In September of
that year, out of 27 seats on Nago
City Council, 16 candidates op-

posing relocation to Henoko were
elected.

Popular will opposing reloca-
tion to Henoko is clearly shown
through the Nago mayoral elec-
tion of Inamine in 2010 and 2014,
and by the Nago City Council
elections of the same years.

In the November 2014 guberna-
torial election, the candidate call-
ing for opposition to relocation,
Takeshi Onaga, won against the
governor at the time supporting
relocation, Hirokazu Nakaima, by
a margin of 99,744 votes, with
360,820 votes overall. Onaga's
polled votes outstripped Nakai-
ma's in Ginowan City and Nago
City, the current location of Fut-
enma Air Station and the city con-
taining the relocation site, respec-
tively.

In the House of Representatives
election of December 2014, all 4
winning candidates for Okinawa's
representative seats were opposed
Henoko relocation.
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Inauguration of Shima Gurumi Association at Ginowan Civic Hall

on July 27, 2014.
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Okinawans unite to rouse public opinion

The Shima Gurumi Associ-
ation is leading a movement
aiming to prevent new U.S.
base construction in Henoko.
In July 2014, members of the
political and business estab-
lishment, labor and citizen
organizations, and intellectu-
als, set up the association. In
January 2013, all the mayors
of the municipalities in Oki-
nawa, assembly heads, and
prefectural council members
signed a petition requesting
that the U.S. and Japanese
governments rescind the de-
ployment of the Osprey air-
craft and abandon the idea of
relocating the facilities at Fut-
enma Air Station somewhere
within the prefecture. The pe-
tition was handed to Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe. The
association seeks to remove
the structural discrimination
against Okinawa, which is
symbolized by the excessive

burden of hosting the bulk of
Japan's U.S. bases, by realiz-
ing the demands of the peti-
tion.

The association mainly
plays the role of working on
international community
awareness as well as domes-
tic public opinion. It has
planned Okinawa Govenor
Takeshi Onaga's speech at the
United Nations. The associa-
tion also aims to galvanize
public opinion on the base
issues by sending lecturers to
various parts of Japan, includ-
ing Tokyo.

It tries to unite Okinawan
people by setting up branches
in the municipalities of Oki-
nawa. Each branch runs buses
and brings people to the
Camp Schwab gate to join the
sit-in there. The association is
supported by various people
because of its bipartisan
nature.




