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Okinawa's future will be decided by
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The world supports opposition to Henoko base

There is widening international sup-
port for the people of Okinawa who
strongly demand that a stop be put to
the planned construction of a new base
in line with the relocation of Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma to Henoko,
Nago. 109 internationally renowned
intellectuals and other public figures,
including film director Oliver Stone

and peace scholar Johan Galtung,
recently came out with a joint state-
ment declaring their support for the
demands of the Okinawan people. The
Okinawan people are not alone in their
struggle. "The world is watching."
(Statement by 109 international intel-
lectuals on page 8)
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Embarking on a non-violent struggle against great powers

Seventy years have passed since the 1945 Battle of
Okinawa. Yet US military bases remain concentrated on
this small, beautiful island, and the hearts of the people
have yet to heal as their human rights are threatened by
military aircraft accidents, sexual violence, and other
incidents that come with living side by side with US
war capacity. The "postwar" still evades Okinawans,
who remain robbed of the right to self-determination
and the ability to decide their own future.

Ordinary citizens were drawn into the Battle of Oki-
nawa, and approximately 122 thousand Okinawans,
roughly one fourth of the population, were killed. They
were not only killed by the US military. Civilians who
were heard speaking the native languages of the
Ryukyu Archipelago were treated as spies by the Japa-

nese military and massacred. Others were coerced into
committing "collective suicide" (forced collective
death).

The origin of this tragedy lies in the 1879 annexation
of the Ryukyu Kingdom by Japan. Japan demolished
the Ryukyu Kingdom using the threat of military force.
Until then, the Ryukyu Kingdom had been recognized
as a sovereign body by international law, having con-
cluded amity treaties with the United States, France, and
the Netherlands in the 1850s. Its sovereignty was un-
justly robbed through annexation. Okinawa was desig-
nated a domestic colony, and its people were forced to
undergo discriminatory assimilation policies. It was
then demanded that they die as "honorable Japanese" in
the Battle of Okinawa.

Okinawa's colonial situation continued under US mil-
itary rule after the war. Under the Treaty of San Francis-
co, which took effect in 1952, Okinawa became an "un-
sinkable aircraft carrier" for the US military, where nei-
ther the constitution of Japan nor that of the United
States was applied, and the military could act without
restraint. Okinawa's position was even lower than that
of colonies at the time, not being under United Nations
supervision. Under these circumstances, bayonets and
bulldozers were used to seize private land to be used for
US military base construction in violation of the Hague
Convention on land warfare. This was precious land
passed down to the Okinawan people by their ancestors.
The Okinawan people, hoping to transform their home-
land into a peaceful island free of military bases, de-

manded reversion to Japan and its "peace constitution."
In 1972, administrative rights were returned to Japan,
but massive military bases remained contrary to the will
of the people, who are still forced to live in fear of war,
denied basic human rights.

In order to free themselves from this colonial-like
rule and ensure the protection of human rights, Oki-
nawans are now demanding the right to self-determina-
tion. The struggle to prevent the construction of a new
military base in Henoko, Nago is symbolic of this. Oki-
nawans are now embarking on a non-violent struggle
against the great powers of the United States and Japan
to prevent the construction of this new base, which vio-
lates the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peo-
ples. (Tsuyoshi Arakaki, Hideki Matsudo)

(English version translated and edited by Sandi Aritza, Erin Jones, HirokoTamaki, Jane Close and T&CT)




